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Who can import?

In Belgium

Identification number that
is valid throughout the EU

You need to 
be at least 
registered for 
VAT purposes



What is a certificate of origin?

Certificate of origin
Single Administrative 

Document (SAD)

You need to 
provide a proof 
of the origin of 
the product, 
especially now
under EVFTA

This document shall
be accompanied by 
the SAD: this is a 
common import 
declaration form for 
all EU countries



Customs

Custom clearance: the Single Administrative Document

Excise duty for certain goods to be paid when released
for consumption

Payement of VAT at the moment of entry into
the EU

Common Custom Tariffs and Free Movement of 
Goods



Sanitary measures

Production

Tracking

Labelling

Provides advice on food safety issues



Product safety

Product has been assessed
and complies with EU 
requirements.

Mandatory for 25 product
groups. If not mandatory, it
cannot be used.

For certain substances 
manufactured or imported in 
quantities of one tonne or more 
per year per company.

Substances of very high concern.

Downstreams users must be
informed (Safety Data Sheets).

Authorizations granted
only to applicants
established in the EU.

Companies may submit
a single application.



Packaging and labelling

Mandatory marks and 
labels

Volountary marks and 
labels



EU Consumers’ rights

Applicable legislation

 Unfair terms directive

 Unfair commercial practices 
directive

 Misleading advertising 
directive

 Consumer rights directive

Core principles

 Only applies if habitual residence of 
the consumer in the EU + the trader 
pursues in or directs such activities to 
that country ;

 Precontractual information is
essential ;

 Exporters must not engage in unfair
commercial practices such as 
misleading or agressive practices.



Intellectual property

Protected designation of 
origin

Traditional specialty
guaranteed

Protected geographical
indication

Agricultural products of foodstuffs
from a specific region whose quality
or characteristics are essentially or
exclusively due to the geographical
environment

Must have been produced,
processed and put together in that
specific geographical area

May be attributed to agricultural
products or foodstuff that are from
a specific region and for which a
specific quality, reputation, or
other characteristic may be
attributed to that region.

Must have been produced,
processed and put together in
that specific geographical area

Foodstuffs and agricultural
products without a link to specific
geographical area.

This recognition is based on the
specificity of the product, that is,
the characteristics that clearly
distinguish it from other products
or foodstuffs from the same
category.



Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism

EU importers of goods
covered by the CBAM
registers with national
authorities where they can
also buy CBAM certificates.
Certificates are prices based
on weekly ETS allowances

EU importer declares the
emissions embedded in its
imports and surrenders the
corresponding number of
certificates each year

If importers can prove that a
carbon price has already
been paid during the
production of the imported
goods, the corresponding
amount can be deducted.



Question time


